S	ESSAYS ON ECONOMIC TRANSITION
determine in general tenns the proportion of landless agricultural
labourers to the total agricultural population in the Republic
of India as well as Pakistan. Areas with a relatively smaller propor-
tion of agricultural labourers, such as West Punjab, N. W. F. P,
Sind and East Bengal, now form Pakistan ; whereas others with a
much larger concentration of agricultural labourers constitute the
Republic of India. As a result, it is estimated that agricultural
labourers form less than one-fifth of the agricultural population
in Pakistan, whereas in the Republic of India this proportion is
higher than two-fifths.
II
The above presentation gives rise to a number of pertinent questions.
What were the circumstances that were responsible for such a rapid
increase in the size of the class of landless agricultural labourers ?
What accounts for the unique regional differences in their pro-
portion ? Do they form a homogeneous class all over India or are
there markedly different types within them in the various regions
of India ? In the absence of adequate data and previous analytical
studies, it is obviously very difficult to provide precise and de-
finitive answers to any of these questions. However, an attempt is
made in the following pages to provide some answers which, though
tentative, might usefully serve as points of departure for further
studies.
After Baden-Powell's detailed study of the extensive litera-
ture on land settlements in India, it is now possible to form some
general outline of the structure of land-holding in pre-British
India.7 He has marshalled impressive evidence to show that there
was no uniform type of communal o? joint land-holding throughout
India. There were, in fact, two main patterns in which land was
held ; the communal or joint form of land-holdings in which land
was held jointly by the village community and the severalty or the
rajofwori form of landholding in which land was held in entirely
separate units by different cultivators. In general he found that the
7 Baden-Powell, The Mian Village Community, (London, 1896).

